[Esophageal perforations].
An oesophageal perforation is a serious condition with high morbidity and mortality. During the latest decades an increased number of traumatic perforations as well as wide use of endoscopic procedures have increased the incidence of oesophageal perforation. An early diagnosis and treatment is important for the prognosis. Cervical and selected thoracic perforations can be treated conservatively although the majority should be operated. Primary closure can be performed if done before 24 hours have elapsed, while later treatment is controversial. Drainage of the mediastinum and pleural space, as well as diversion of saliva and gastric content is important. The literature is reviewed in relation to etiology, diagnosis, treatment and prognosis.